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Brief description of Ph.D. project:
Welfare of laying hens in cage-free systems

The research project aims to identify the effects of different ontogenetic
and management factors (genetics, type of breeding, age of the
animals, environmental enrichment and their combination) on welfare
and behaviour of laying hens, with special emphasis on aggression
among animals, feather pecking and lesions occurrence (including knell
bone lesions). All these represent serious welfare problems that
involves pain and compromises the mobility of animals with
repercussions on their behaviour, health and, definitively, production.
Results will be used to measure animal welfare at a farm level as a
method to evaluate the health/welfare of the farm and consequently the
need for intervention.
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